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CAST OF CHARACTERS



HENRY DUNKLE.     42.  A middle-age man who wants to commit
suicide.

JUDY.             32.  Works for the suicide hotline and always 
	answers when Henry calls. 

HENRY’S WIFE.     38.  An attractive woman who is cheating on 
	her husband with a dozen lovers. Married to Henry.

HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR.   30.  A middle-age man who lives 
	above Henry. 

JUDY’S COWORKER.  36.   A volunteer at the suicide hotline. 

POLICE OFFICER.   38.   Works for the police department. Finds 
	HENRY’S body.


THE TIME

The present.

THE PLACE

The stairway in an apartment building and the roof of an apartment building.

Act I. Stairway of apartment building. 3:30pm.

Act II. The roof of apartment building and office cubicle. 3:35pm.

Act III. The street in front of apartment building. 3:42pm.






Synopsis to Humpty Dumpty

Humpty Dumpty is a short film that reimagines the nursery rhyme. Henry Dunkle has depression and decides to commit suicide by jumping off a building. 

Henry Dunkle is a middle-aged man who has the “perfect" life. He has a wife, two kids, and his dream job as an ice cream tester. No one believed he had depression since he had this perfect life and one day Henry couldn’t take it anymore. He decided to end his life by jumping off his apartment building. On the way up to the roof, he was in a debate with himself about whether or not he should go through with it. By the time he was on the roof, he decided to go through with it. 
Henry Dunkle sat on a wall.

The debate still continues and he decided he wants help one more time. So, he calls the suicide hotline number. Henry talks to the hotline and tells them what is going on. Judy is the one who answers the call and tries to talk him out of suicide while also trying to warn the police about what was going on.  As much as Judy was trying to help, Henry had his mind made up. He was going to jump. The police dispatched and were racing to get to his building to try to stop him, while Judy talked to him over the phone to get him some help. Henry Dunkle had a great fall. 

The police arrive to the scene and walked to where the body was, one was calling the ambulance. They were too late and couldn’t put Henry Dunkle together again.



(work in progress)














Humpty Dumpty
FADE IN:
INT. AN APARTMENT-AFTERNOON
Opening with an establishing shot of the door leading into the stairway of the building. There is a table with a bowl on top and stacks of mail near the door. The door opens and HENRY DUNKLE walks into the apartment and throws his keys into the bowl and adds mail to the stack, which tips over and falls onto the ground. HENRY moves into the kitchen and pulls out his cell phone. Seeing a voicemail from his wife, he sets his phone down and plays the message on speaker phone. 

HENRY’S WIFE
Hi honey! I will not be able to make it home tonight. Um…something came up at the office.

HENRY’S WIFE laughs on the phone, which is followed by a man’s laughter. 

HENRY’S WIFE
And I have to be here to help fix it and I don’t know how long that will be. 

HENRY leans against a counter and holds his head in his hands. 

HENRY’S WIFE
The kids have soccer practice right after school and are studying at a friend’s house. I’ll try to make it back as soon as I can. Bye!

In the background, HENRY hears a man’s voice mumbling before his wife hung up the phone. HENRY slowly moves his hands from his head and they drop to his side as he stares straight ahead. HENRY looks at the counter in front of him and sees a random phone sitting there. He grabs his phone, puts it into his back pocket, and grabs a piece of paper and pen. Henry starts mumbling to himself.

HENRY
	Kids, I’m sorry I had to do this, but…

HENRY scribbles what he just wrote out.

HENRY
	Your mother left me no choice. You will have a new father 
	soon.

HENRY scribbles that out too.

HENRY
	I’m sorry. Love, Dad

HENRY looks it over and leaves it on the counter before taking one last look around his apartment. He moves towards the door and reaches for his keys before deciding he doesn’t need them. HENRY grabs the door knob and heads into the stairway.

INT. APARTMENT STAIRWELL-AFTERNOON
The stairwell is grey and dreary. HENRY is the only person on the steps. He starts to walk towards the roof of the building. After he passes three landings, HENRY stops, turns around, and starts to walk back down towards his apartment. He only makes it down six steps before turning around again and climbs back toward the roof. HENRY hears a door open.

HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR
Hello HENRY. How are you doing today?

HENRY looks up toward the voice and stares blankly at his neighbor.

HENRY
Oh…hello. 

There is an awkward pause between the two. HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR locks his apartment door and starts to walk past HENRY.

HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR
	Is everything alright HENRY? 

HENRY
	Umm…no actually. 

HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR
	What do you mean no?! Your life so is perfect. You have the 
	best job anyone could dream of and your kids are so 
	talented. And your wife is beautiful. 

HENRY
	Yeah, but?

HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR
	But what? Just focus on the bright side of the things and 
	everything will get better. I would love to have your life. 
	Especially your wife.

HENRY cringes at the last sentence and thinks back to the phone call with his wife. 

HENRY
	You can every other man in the city would love to have her. 

HENRY’S UPSTAIRS NEIGHBOR
	See already looking on the bright side. You have something
that no one else has. Keep thinking like that and you’ll 
get better. 

His neighbor walks past Henry and they both continue on their way. HENRY does not encounter anyone else on the way up to the roof. When he arrives at the door, he pauses again before opening the door and walks the final set of stairs to the door that led to the roof. He pulls open the door.

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
The sun is shining bright, making HENRY squint as he looks around him. Not sure if he wants to go through with suicide, HENRY takes out his phone and dials a number. Placing it to his ear, he looks around him once more to find a place to sit. HENRY walks over to the ledge, where there is a wall. HENRY DUNKLE sat on a wall with his feet dangling over the edge. 

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY is on her computer, checking her Facebook page. It was an uneventful day at the Suicide Hotline, not that many calls, and JUDY was almost done with her shift. JUDY was about to switch her screen from Facebook to Pinterest when her work phone rings. 

JUDY
	Hello, thank you for calling the suicide hotline. My name 
	is JUDY. What is your reason for calling today?

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
HENRY is sitting on the wall, his feet swinging back and forth. 

HENRY
	I’ve been thinking about committing suicide again and I 
	don’t know if it is the best option.

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY sighs and rolls her eyes. There is a voiceover of HENRY’S voice, muffled, to show that he is one the phone.

JUDY
	HENRY, is this you?

There is a voice over of HENRY’S voice, muffled to sound like it is coming through JUDY’S phone. 

HENRY
	Yes, it is.

JUDY
	HENRY, everything is going to be okay. Your wife loves you
very much and you have two wonderful children who cannot live without a father.  

HENRY
	You don’t understand. She has a dozen lovers. Why would she 
need a cracked up old fool like me?

JUDY
	She still loves you though. You are the father of her 
	children and helped her raise them.

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
HENRY is sitting on the wall, staring at the ground. There is a voiceover of JUDY’S voice, muffled to show that she is on the phone.

HENRY
	But the kids are never around anymore. They are always at 
	their friends’ house and they don’t seem to need me 
	anymore. 

JUDY
	They are teenagers. They all go through this phase where 
	they distance themselves from their parents. But they 
	always come back in the end.

HENRY
	But my wife. She is cheating on me. I found a man’s phone 
	on the counter in the kitchen.

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY is sitting in her cubical, twirling her hair. There is a voiceover of HENRY’S voice, muffled, to show that he is on the phone.

JUDY
	If you are unhappy with your situation, you should talk to 
	your wife and get a divorce. There are other options 
	available than killing yourself. It just takes time to get 
	better, but it all will in the end. Talk to your wife about 	a divorce and kids will come back to you. How are you 
	feeling now?

HENRY
	Better. I think I will go talk to my wife about a divorce 
	and have her move out of the apartment. I think that is the
best option and that I overreacted. It will all get better 
soon. Thanks, JUDY. 

JUDY
	You’re welcome HENRY. If you feel the same feelings again,
don’t hesitate to call again. I hope you feel better soon 
and everything will be alright.

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
HENRY hangs up the phone. He gets up off of the wall and starts to walk back to the door to go back to his apartment. There is a flashback to HENRY thinks back to when his kids were around and always wanted him to help them with their homework, of when he first started to date his wife, and their wedding day. In the present, HENRY shakes his head. There is another flashback to the phone call with his wife and the stranger’s phone on the counter. In the present, he grabs his phone, dials a number, and places it to his ear.

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY hangs up her phone and sighs. She starts to pack up her bag with her water bottle and clears up her desk for the next person to take over her shift. JUDY looks over her desk to see if she left anything and starts to stand when her phone rings again. She sighs as she picks up the phone.

JUDY
Hello, thank you for calling the suicide hotline. My name 
is JUDY. What is your reason for calling today?

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
HENRY is on the phone and moves back towards the wall. Instead of sitting on the wall, he is standing, and staring straight at the ground. 


HENRY
	JUDY, I can’t do it. They don’t love me anymore. There is
no one left here.

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY sits back down in her chair. Her bag slumps to the ground beside her. There is a voiceover of HENRY’S voice, muffled, to show that he is on the phone.

JUDY
	HENRY, we’ve just been through this. Suicide isn’t the 
	Answer, divorce is. If she doesn’t love you anymore, get a 
	divorce.

HENRY
	They are not going to come back. I’ve been thinking and 	they don’t want to come back. She has other guys to choose 	from. Apparently, every man in the city wants to be with 
	her. 

JUDY
	That’s why you should divorce her.

HENRY
	But it’s not like she is really going to care if I divorce 
	her. She still gets to have her life the way it was before,
but she wouldn’t be cheating on anyone. No, she has to 
really care that I am gone. 

JUDY starts to panic and calls someone over. JUDY’S COWORKER comes over to see what JUDY needs. 

JUDY
	I really think HENRY is going to kill himself this time. We 
	should get someone over there as soon as possible. 

JUDY’S COWORKER
	Okay, I’ll call the police for you, but you have to find 
	out where he is.

JUDY
	HENRY, she will care if you are gone. You have to stop 
	whatever it is you are doing. 

HENRY
	No one cares about my feelings. Not my family, or my 
	neighbor, or even you JUDY. You are supposed to help. 
	That’s your job.

JUDY looks over at her coworker to see if the police were called. JUDY’S COWORKER notices JUDY looking over and gives her a nod that the police have been called and are tracing the call to find HENRY’S location.
INT. POLICE DEPARTMENT-AFTERNOON
POLICE OFFICER answers the call and gets a team of officers to dispatch over to an apartment building.

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
HENRY rocks back and forth on his feet. There is a voiceover of JUDY’S voice, muffled to sound like it is coming through a phone.

JUDY
	HENRY it is my job to care about you. That’s why I’m trying 
	to have you get help and not commit suicide.

HENRY
	It doesn’t matter. No one really cares anymore. 

INT. POLICE DEPARTMENT-AFTERNOON
A group of three police officers get into squad cars and start driving to HENRY’S apartment building.

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY is slightly panicking and does not know what to do.

JUDY
	There is so much more in the world than these problems. You 
	could travel, watch your kids go off to college. There are 
so many new ice cream flavors you haven’t tried yet. Flowers you haven’t seen. Think about everything you would be giving up. 

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUIDLING-AFTERNOON
HENRY stops rocking and stares at the ground.

HENRY
	The little things don’t matter in a world where you’re not
loved.
	
INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY starts panicking and a tear rolls down her face. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]HENRY
	I’m sorry JUDY. I just can’t do it anymore. 
JUDY
	Wait HENRY! No!

The phone clicks off.

EXT. ROOF OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
HENRY steps off of the building and takes a great fall.

INT. A TINY OFFICE CUBICAL-AFTERNOON
JUDY drops the phone on the desk. Someone comes up behind her and gives her a hug.

EXT. STREET OUTSIDE OF APARTMENT BUILDING-AFTERNOON
The police cars pull up a little farther back from the apartment building. A crowd has grown near the entrance of the building. POLICE OFFICER gets out of his car and follows his coworkers to the crowd. The two officers try to get the crowd under control while POLICE OFFICER pulls out his radio.

POLICE OFFICER
	We are going to need an ambulance over at the Deluxe 	Apartment Complex. There was a suicide victim who jumped 	from the roof of the building. We couldn’t put him together
again.

POLICE OFFICER continues walking towards the body.

Blackout.





